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AT GREAT RISK

An Alaskan Outfitter’s Take On

A New Mine Proposal.

uring the past 23 years,

my family has considered

the wilderness of Bristol
Bay in southwest Alaska our home,
Our homestead, centrally located in
Becharot Navional Wildlife Refuge,
is surrounded by wilderness, thou-
sands of square miles of i, cﬂmpfcu:
with oversized moose, perperually
hungry grizzly bears and peripatetic
wolves and caribou, [ike Africa,
Alaska is one of the world's grear
game fields, and the Bristol Bay re-
gion is one of the finest areas in the
stafe.

I come From a Family of hunt-
ers, and it was the game thart firs
attracted us, bur ir is the wilderness
— and by thar | mean an entire bio-

logically intact, healthy ecosystem
with operating balances and coun-
tethalances that has minimal human
impact — that keeps us here. We still
guide a few hunters and fishermen
|.'|'L'|.|. ['I—:n' COr ht‘.SI (L8] ki.."l'...'F Our iI'I'I.]_'I‘:_'I.I...'I.'
o a minimum. Our home js small,
tiny in fact, and other than our air-
F'Il'.l'l'lt'. W LESC No mnmri'.f.gd 'L"L'hi.li..ll;"ﬂ,
Our minimal power requirements
are easily met by using solar and
wind power. Our reverence for wild
F‘lﬂ.'.:i.'h IIU“'L"L'LT. Irf\- not S-E'I.'Iri."lj 1'1‘"\' .Il].
Historically, our nation, o say
nothing of our state, has not been
as kind to wilderness. Wild places
Were |m?i'il:d 071 45 Areas o I]L‘ ﬁ:L'I.IJ'
dued and exploited. As our coun-
trv's population continues to boom,

Proposed Pebble Mine Site

B Existing Mine Claims
State Land, open to mineral
development
BLM Land, likely 1o be opened
for mineral development in 2007
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and housing developments, shop-
ping malls and box stores expand.
the pressure on its few remaining
wild areas is intensified, Narural re-
sources are needed in increasi |1g|l_\'
large amounts. Recently, large de-
posits of gold, copper and molyb-
denum have been identified in the
Bristol Bay region, and America's
relationship with wilderness is again
being examined.

There is no arguing the fact that
our country could use raw marerials,
as well as jobs, and thar is the o
thie backers of the pmpum:d "ebble
Mine in southwest Alaska are ex-
ploiting. As proposed, the Pebble
project would become one of the
world’s largest combined open-pit
and deep hole underground mines.
The estimarted life span of the mine
would be 70 to 100 years with an es-
amated S800 billion worth of min-
erals extracted. The mine is expecred
to employ 1,500 workers, and no
doube spill over o many more with
the needed transportation, road
building, power generarion, hous-
ing, etc. Ir all sounds fanrastic uniil
you examine the details.

The Pebble Mine site is art the
head of the Bristol Bay region of
the state, on the upper end of the
Hiamna watershed. Hiamna Lake is
the largest in the state and spawn-
ing grounds for tens of millions of
salmon and uncountable trour, char
and gra}'ling. The mine owners,
Northern Dynasty and Anglo Amer-
ican, plan on using cyanide leaching
techniques to extract the minerals.
Thar is the same method as was used
in Anaconda, Butte, Clark Fork and
Miles City, Montana, mines. Mines
that have become environmental di-
sasters as their toxic chemicals leach
into surrounding waterways. They
have become taxpayer-funded,
super-fund sires.

The difterence berween these
mines and Pebble Mine is thar
Pebble will be many times larger.
Foreign mining giants Northern



Dynasty and Anglo American pro-
pose, and promise, to safely contain
their toxic waste in perpetuity in
three immense lakes behind dams,
each larger than the Three Gorges
dam in China! Historically and sta-
tistically that seems unlikely, as both
MNorthern Dynasty and Anglo Amer-
ican have abysmal environmental
records in Indonesia, Guyana, Ro-
mania, New Guinea and Peru, A
close look at their prospectus even
shows that, as non-U.S. companies,
they claim they cannot be held liable
for environmental damages.

At risk is the entire Bristol Bay
ecosystem, home to a quarter of the
world’s sockeye salmon and the rich-
est fishery in the world. Not only
are we gambling with the cultural
and rraditional subsistence lifestyle
of the local natives, an indefinitely
sustainable, $100 million per vear
commercial fishery and a $60 mil-
lion sport fishing industry, bur also
possibly the fate of all the world's
salmon. According to a recent Wild
Salmon summit in Yancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia, Canada, the world’s
MOsE ]'TTD|'|'|i|'|E|'IT CXPErTS FFDJ'I'I }:l.p;lm
Russia, Korea, Canada and the
U.S. claim that “Bristol Bay salmon
stocks are the key 1o preserving ge-
netic diversity of wild salmon.”

Fish will not be the only species
to suffer. Bristol Bay and the entire
Alaska Peninsula are home to the
densest population of brown bears
in the world. Their density and phe-
nomenal growth are due to the sea-
sonable accessibility of salmon. Even
the moose and caribou benefit from
the influx of nitrogen and ferriliza-
tion of the soil and vegetation sur-
rounding the streams and rundra.
Without salmon the entire region’s
ecosystem will collapse.

In the past | have worked ar
gold mines, and I realize chere will
always be trade-offs and compro-
mises. Some are worthwhile. 1 hate
to sound like the average whining
NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard),
bur the long-term environmental
consequences of the Pebble Mine
are beyond anything the world has
ever seen. As we have discovered in
Europe, Canada and both coasts of
the U.S., salmon are highly suscep-
tible to environmental disturbances.

Betring that three monstrous, toxic-
filled lakes sitting on porous soils in
a seismically active area will never
leak is a fool's bet.

With carefully crafted legislation
and oversight it might not happen
in my lifetime, but statistically it is
a certainty. When ir does happen,
it will be devastating and last longer
than all the money made by local
miners and the fortunes sent over-
seas to foreign corporations. Two
thousand-year-old Roman mines in
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Britan still leach roxins into their
srreames.

Bristol Bay is the world’s fin-
est and largest fishery, as well as
home to one of the few remain-
ing great game fields of the world.
Like Tanzania's Serengeti plains and
MNgorongoro Crater and Botswana's
Okavango Delra, it is a narural jewel
that deserves protection. There will
always be jobs and money, but once
the world’s natural treasures are ex-
hausted, they are gone forever. i\
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