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By SCOTT NEWMAN

For 22 years [ have been
Iumaum

Forest. My entire adult life has been

r in the woods and on

waters of Alaska The
forest puts the food on my family’s
table, clothes on their backs, and the
e e et

N me
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east Alaska and have made a suit-
able living in the only place | have ever
called home. The isaplacel
* care about want to see pro-
tected for the sake of my four children.

‘Guides and outfitters provide vis-
itors to the Tongass with their most
- intimate to experience
. one of the rarest places on earth first
hand. | have taken visitors from all
~ 50 states on once-in-a-lifetime adven-
without a guide who is familiar with
the landscape. Hundreds of guides

COMPASS: Points of view from the community

Sealaska land claim threatens Tongass guide businesses

There is no doubt the legislation
represents q great opportunity for
Sealaska Corporation, but it comes
at great cost to the region as a whole.

As we have seen in recent weeks,
this legislation has proven incredibly
: divisive in Southeast Alaska.
like me all across Southeast fill this  Tongass, and with the proper manage-
important role. ment and oversight, we can continue to
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Southeast. Where once the timber in- “mm and outfitters pro-
MHhmmm viding similar services all across

led to the rise of a more sustainable the region, our economic impact is
and diverse economic model — amod-  significant and Nature-
ﬂmh?pﬂmﬂuhﬂuﬁ- based tourism in Southeast Alas-
ble wildlifeof  ka had revenues of $15.5 million and
the People from all overthe  attracted 42,000 visitors in just the
world are willing to spend theirhard-  summer of 2005, according to a re-
earned money to experience a wild port by the University of Alaska

Our businesses also an
stream of revenues for the
U.S. Forest Service, through the var-
lous each guide and outfitter

wuhmhmm
revenues from those permits
reached nearly $1 million.
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allowing the Sealaska Corporation to
scatter private developments in im-

develops each of the
“futures” sites it seeks in this legisla-
tion, the entire fabric of the
would be altered
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mdnﬂhnthayplm That valu-
able solitude that people are willing

to pay to enjoy could evaporate over-
night if this legislation passed. The
very future of the nature-based tour-
ism industry as we know it would
be in question, and it is likely that
some guides and outfitters would be

at great cost to the region as a whole.
As we have seen in recent
this legislation has proven i
divisive in Southeast Alaska.
Instead of passing

Scoft Newman ks 2 hunting guide who ves in
Potersburg.



