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e The proposed development of a massive gold mine in Alaska is

the Nushagak g - i % - _ 3 .
wewwiwem threatening disaster for its fish-rich rivers, writes Tom Legge, and
wetemea  the region’s entire future could depend on how our trade reacts.

inthe American press

need we stand, divided we their financial swrength ancl that of their news. The bortom lne is surely thar you can
[oll, An old cliche perhaps, apponents — plus of course the willingness el fishing rackie if there's no fsh w carch?
bttt ome with more thon a and ability of the authorties to monitor and Mo ,-,--.5-3||-:1_': arrennion s on Alaska and
miete grain of ruth underpin- | enforce penalties what has become known as The Barile of
ning i, Across the globe From a tade perspective, pollistion s bad Brstod Bay. 1t s quite possibly the

inglers and their collective represen tative lnrgese ever fight against
crganisaciomns have lowght battles against ™ . polluting forces, and
£ O g i The angling trade is fighting shoulderto  "'" L

insidious - for generatons ShUUIderw.“h Envimnmentaﬁs‘ts" the-angling rade are
The outcome is so often dependent upon N, {i:ftirz shoulder to
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ABOVE: Thig map shaws
the extent of this area
that will b affected by
it proposad mine,
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shoulder with envitanmentalists, commereial
fishermen, outdoor clothiers and q significant
chunk of the native Alaslkan population

The story is bese told through the eyes of
these ley players (see panel, righo), bur here
|5 @ birief history: 1t began in 2004, when &
mining conglomenize applied to the state of
Aliska 10 creare what would be North Amerl-
ca's largest open pit goldl and copper mine in
the fsh-rich region of Bristol By

Febble Mine — us proposed by Canadian
firm Northem Dynasty and their powerlul
patner Avglo Ametican Mining — wonild
pectpy an aren of some siv souare miles
and require the construction of a complete
supporting infrastructure ingluding roads
processing buildings and offices, in land
surrounding or [inging two major warersheds
with numerous tributaries

[hese rivers are home o BRAnt rainbow
rrout and grayling, and also conain the
spawning grounds of massive numbers of
Pacific salmon, Some estimares elam up

60 per cent of the Pacific salmon populanon
fin these Tivers to spawn, Whilse that hgure
remalns unsubstantated, wht s {rmefarable

Propased Pebble Mine Site

Exlsting Mine Claims
atate Land, open 10 mineral
davelopmant

BLM Land, likely to be opened
far mineral developmant in 2007

i thie fet thar 100,000 sockeye salmon were
clocked by an Alaska Depirtment of Game
and Fish sonar on u single day last July on
the Kvichal River. Coho salmon follow the

sockeye run a month later with hears {n eager
attendance throughout, Herels of caribou alsa
traipse the tegrion on thetr annual migratians.
e all sowics like the basis for a wildlie
cocumentary — and indeed thar is exactly
fow Felesole Media, award- winming produc-
ers of ly fishing films, saw it, Shot in 2007,
‘Red Gold, The Southwest Alaska Salmon
Ireasure’ is a documentary in the making,
clips from which are viewnble on several cam:
paigning websites including www.bristolbay-
alliance.com and www savehristolbay.org,
The Us fly Rshing tmde has supported
the film through donations. The banner ads
of such companies as Redinglon, Rio, Sage
Brumron, Berger, Patgonia, Scoet, Senl Line
Thermarest., BL Winston Rod Co. William
leseph, Abel, The Fly Shop and Trout Unlim-
lted are promiment on the sites. Any donor of
rvore than £500 has boen promised o lisung
i the Nlm’s eredits, For more informatlen
I emall mavisrummel @gmail com,

“Some estimates claim that up to 60 per cent of the Pacific
salmon population run these rivers to spawn.”

“
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The local hero
Battles against pollution often throw up lazal
hefes. Bristol Bay's leading lightls Scot
Hed, outreach director with the Sparsmans
Mliance for Alaska, wha has taken the crisade
on the road to angling shows araund the USA,
Statt has also been focusing an & petition
calling for twa new baliot nititves, They cal

o e |aws in Alaska 1o compel lame-seale
mining operations to comply with a number
of clean waterinitiatives. The petition needed
24,000 sjgnatiires for it 1o be considerad

Ior fegislatire. Scott defivered the fallawing
update Just hours before this issue of Angling
Intemnationaiwent ta press,

“One of these[two ballat initiatves | welid
cormpletedy ban the use of cyanide, These ane
notintanded to affect smaller family ining
opamstions which are part of the reglan’s his-
tary and heritage. But should one orthe ather
b passed, we feal this would raise the bartoa:
high far Pebibla Mine ta be built

"We tumed in 30,000 sipnatyres and we'rs
confident that there will be enough fallow-

Ing the necessary checks for accurmey af
addresses, (Fnelther is acceptec), the matter
will po before Alaska's voters aithar in August
or Wovermbar,”

The overseas
ambassador

Internationally respacted English fly fishemman
and angling artist Charles Jardir hiss acquiren
a kind af unafficial role a5 the Furopean
ambassadar forthe Bristol Bay battle. Jarding,
a conswitant to several companiss inchiding
Harsdy Grays, is an active pamticipant in UK
angling politics,

“I'm supporting the cause directly by
daing & painting, the ariginal af which will go
to the Faderation of Flufishare for auction at
theirannual jsmbores in Montana this July, 4
limited edition tun of prints will#lsn be miads
avaltable,” he sald, ;



: Hill Kline af LIS outdoor clathing &nd
aquiprment glants Pataponia

SaysKline, "l was prasidem of aur
trade-azsaciation far mandj years and
know that it can be difficult o galva-
MISE COMpaniesinio united achon, but
this particular issue has donethat fke
naver before,

‘The U5and Canada have a great
deal of expenance in how mines ppe:
ate and their eftects on the aguatic
emiranment, When an open pit i dug,
tha 1ailing complete with arsenic and
athertoxic chemicals has 1o go some
whene, s estimated that the dam
required for a tailing pool foran oper:
tien the size of Pebble Mine wolld be
15 storeys high,

"Past experence tefls us that the

"l-am also doing miy best toraise
awareness of thé situation in the

LK apd Europe, Angling unity isa
bluzzword atthe momant, but we ars
light years behind the situation thia
this has created in the LIS,

“Paople sé&1his battie as atouch-
stona against future desecration af
nature. We have to support it and |learm
frarn it because; make no mistike,
there will-be & time when something
similar happens inScotiand or Siovenia
ar Paland orthe Czech Republic.

“WeETe L againgt SOrme Ve power
tul praanisations, wha will present a
very smooth and slick case as towhy
they should be allowed 10 procesd with
thia mine. But here they've grabbed by
the tail it not a tiger than a tiger cuby,

dangarous chemicals still leach into
watar systems for many decades
theraaftar and this would obanusiy
have aterible IMPACT On 1he miany
waordarful fishenes of Bristal Bay,
[hese chemicals avern break dewr the
plasticisers on fli lines, sa uou can
imagine what they do 1o the fish and
willedlife,

‘The mine’s effect onthe region's
econamy waould be good farten to 15
Years, but the aftermath vastly out-
| weighs that, Patagonia would [ikely be

and even tiger cubs can hur and they
Ean gmw,”

The trade veteran

Arriong the rmany tackls and outdoors
companies supporting the cause (s

a senior trade figLre who has served
lime representing the widerindustry,

THE MINING PERSPECTIVE

Igss affectedthan the likes of Sage o
Scott, but thisis something we simply
have tostand together an,”
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Miner Eraronmental baseline stuthos ae the
Hiwevier, b ornerstone of environmental planning at
lormied by Norherr Dgrasty and 1 s P} oject. [al ollect

Amarica L% studies provide the ba
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Superior quality fishing rods.

Quality Fishing Rod Manufacturer

We welcoine OEM encuiries from tishing rod companies
Flease contoct Amber Lin Bluehioon Fishing Inz
at amber0s058126.com ot elephone 0086-631-366-6170
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